THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTIETH
COMMENCEMENT
OF BALLSTON SPA HIGH SCHOOL
BEING
THE ONE HUNDRED THIRTIETH
GRADUATING EXERCISE

JUNE 22, 2017
SARATOGA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER



Order of Exercises

I.  Processional “Pomp and Circumstance” Elgar

1.  Welcome Kristi K. Jensen, Principal
1. The National Anthem “The Star Spangled Banner” Key and Smith
IV. Student Council Address Kara Woitkoski
V. Salutatory Address Ryan Madcharo
VI.  Valedictory Address Emma Benson
VII. Presentation of Class Gift Clayton Bennice
VIIl.  Board of Education Recognition Kevin Schaefer, President, BOE
IX.  Superintendent’s Address Dr. Joseph Dragone, Superintendent of Schools
X. Presentation of the Graduating Class of 2017 Kristi K. Jensen, Principal
XI.  Awarding of Diplomas Board of Education

Assisted by Dr. Joseph Dragone
Kristi K. Jensen, MaryEllen Kusnierz, James Poirier

XIl.  Recessional “March from Carmen” by Bizet, arr. Woodhouse
High School Orchestra
Chelsea Reeves-Director

Class of 2017 Officers:
Wish to thank their advisor: Mrs. Deborah Smarro
Student Council Officers 2016-2017:

Kara Woitkoski, Eliza Mullins, Jake Durfee, Meg Allen,
Megan Williams, Julia Barnum, Laurie Horsch
Special thanks to Student Council Advisors:

Mrs. Laurie Pascucci & Mrs. Kim Stanco
Introductions:

Kelly Collins Co-President-National Honor Society 2017 Dr. Joseph Dragone
Eliza Mullins Student Council -Vice President Ryan Madcharo
Kara Woitkoski Student Council — President Emma Benson
Keenan Leggieri Co-President-National Honor Society 2017 Mr. Kevin Schaefer

Student Marshalls:
Jake Durfee, Student Council President '18 Isabel Rutkey, Class President ‘18



David Abaroa ®LEIAQ

Walid Akari

Margaret Allen ®O{}¥n

Emma Alteri ®0{}¥mn

Johnathan Amash

Paola Amezquita ®OLI¥n,

John Amirault

Pavel Ananev A8

Delaney Andersen -
ALYibrn

Jessica Argyle

Tiffany Askew

Giuliana Atzeni An

Katy Axtell

Benjamin Badaszewski -
DOLI¥ibmy

Robert Baldwin

Benjamin Balet ®{}§mn

Alexis Barnes

Emily Barno ®{}¥mn

Diego Bazzani ALYQ

Christian Belcher

Vanessa Belt

Clayton Bennice ®O{}¥run

Abby Benson O{}§

Emma Benson ®O{¥rn

Sarah Bethel

Giana Bianchi

Matthew Bickel

Miranda Blaauboer -
DOLI¥ibrun

Julia Blake ®O{}¥mn

Taylor Blanco A

Jacob Block ®{3§n

Immanuel Bonilla Jr A

Brendan Brackett

Darrell Bresee

Patricia Briele

Cristian Brito

Trenton Broderick A

Lancey Brooks

Scott Brown

Michael Bucholtz A

Geordan Buffoline A

Caleb Carter A

Elliery Carter A

CLASS OF 2017

Noah Cervenak A

Karlos Cetro AQ

Vivine Hui Chen A

Brandon Cherry

Victoria Chittenden A

Madison Clairmont

Joseph Closson ALY§Q

Elizabeth Collins

Kelly Collins ®{}ibmn,

Clayton Collins-Stewart

Madison Colson

Ryan Couchman ®{}§

Brandon Crandell

LynnBeth Crandell

Wayne Crawford

Andrew Crouth ®0{¥Qn

Kobe Currier

Hayley Dabek

Tanner Damico

James D'Annibale ®O{¥

Jasmine Decker

Savannah Decker

Lexie Depold ®{}§

Emily Deprey

Olivia DeRagon ®{}¥mn,

David Devasagayam ®8

Alexa Deyo ®{§mn

Maia DiFiore A

Peter DiStefano A

Elijah Drew X

Khassan El Debek A

Randy Elliott ®{}¥

Joseph Elliott

Devon Eriole

Katielynn Evans -
DOLI¥ibrun,

Abigail Fecura AQ

Sara Feulner

Taylor Flynn ®0{¥mn,

Hannah Fogarty

Jake Fox ®O{}¥

Laiken Fox

Alexandra Franco A{hrn

Dakota Fulk

Alex Furnia

Nicholas Furnia A

Salvador Galarza Ay
Mark Gallo A¥

Grady Gawrys A

Adam Gentile

Jacob Getwright ®§
Bryn Giambona ®0{}¥mn
Michael Gise Ay

Tyler Gizzi X

Breanna Gonzalez A
Dieter Gonzalez €
Jacob Grace ®{}¥ibm
Mikayla Gray

Jatarius Green

Zachary Greenwalt ACY
Mya Grzyboski

Adrian Guadarrama
Dylan Guilfoyle

Jordan Haas ®{PA
Cassidy Hale

Cheyanne Hall
Jonathon Hall AQ

Rylie Hall

Courtney Hand
Zachary Hart @{}¥
Nickolas Hauprich
Lacey Haviland X
Kaitlyn Heeney A{n
Erron Hemans
Jonathan Hernandez
Aaron Hinman A
Jordan Hipwell A
Joshua Hipwell ALy
Tanner Horning A
Taylor Hotmer ®O{¥n
Garrett Huck

JoyAnna Hulett
Michael lovino ALY
Ryan Ivers A

Brandon Jarvis ®O{¥m
Kailey Jensen A{}§ibrun
Laura Johnson
Samantha Johnson A
Sierra Johnson X

Jason Kavanaugh A§
Joshua Keating

Tyler Keegan ®{H¥m)



Ryan Keihm A{LH¥Q

Lauren Kelley

Brittany Kelly

Alexei Kenny X

Geonho Kim ®{}Aibn,

Conor Kitchen

Henry Koch

Nicholas Koszelak A§

Keith Kovatch Jr

Joshua Kump

Eric Kuring

Chyanna Kwiatkowski

lan LaBounty

Abigail Laime A{}ibmn,

Kierra Lamarche

Veronica Lammardo -
DOLI¥ibmy

Joshua Langford AL

James Larkin Il

Leah Laudicina X

Keenan Leggieri ®O{}¥n

Christian Leva A§

Melody LeVan

Antonio Lignelli

Yang Lin ®O{I¥O

Aaron Lohaus AX

Casey Lombardo

Morgann Lonczak O{}¥

Theresa Loucks A

Samantha Loud ®O{}¥mn,

Mark Lumley A{}§

Ryan Madcharo ®0{3¥m)

Alexa Mahserjian A

Cheyanne Mandy X

Schuyler Mann ®O{3¥m)

Carianne Manning A

Griffin Maresca

Jessica Martin A

Jackson Martinez ®{=}¥ibmy

Colin Maruscsak ALY§m

William Mather

Allanah Matthews ®{3§Q

Amber Mattison ACY

Nya Mauro

Emily McBride

Richard McCarthy

Emilie McClymonds -
AL}§ibrn,

Drake McDonough {}¥ibm

Dylan McGlynn A

Madeline Mclntyre

Samuel Meyer

David Meyette AQ

Kyle Miczek A

Vincent Miczek @O{}¥min

Jacob Miller ®{3¥Qn

Julius Miller

Megan Miller A

Michaela Miller A

Cetera Moore A{}ibmn

Eliza Mullins AL

Meghan Myers ACH§min,

Taylor Neaton

Hunter Newell

Reese Newman X

Abigail Nichols A

Maureen Niedhammer X

Hannah Nitchman

Sarah Norris AL §mn

Kyle Northrop X

Katelyn Nou X

Tyler Novak

Desiree Oates X

Morgan O'Donnell A{mn,

Quinn Ody X

Rafael Olazagasti

Jared Ovitt

Alyssa Pagano

Carlye Pagano

Brionna Palmerino ®0{2}¥n

David Pardy A

Steven Pastore

Kush Patel ACY

Jessica Payne

Trevor Pellegrini

Reagan Pieniazek ®OL}¥min

Mercedes Planavsky Aibm

Matthew Poirier ®0{}¥n

Taylor Poitras AL} §n,

Thomas Potts AL}

John Pregent AQ

Madison Priddle A

Gregory Pruitt
John Purdy
Madeline Putman ®0¥Qn
Briana Quinn w
Kendel Quinn
Julia Rainville AQ
Damian Randall
Brandon Rawson AQ
Evelyn Richards
Kerry Richardson ®0{}¥n
Nico Rivera
Steven Rizzo
Olivia Roberts
Molly Rogan
Amanda Ronca
Jordan Rosecrans A
Jonathan Rossetti ®{}8min
Alexa Rovetto ®OLI¥mn,
Samantha Rovetto -

OO ¥y
Zaire Royal
Devin Russell A
Samuel Sabin
Ryan Salerno
Ryan Sanders
Emily Sargent ®{-}§
Randy Saunders
Nicholas Savino
Allen Schaeffer
Brandon Schmidt Q
Olivia Scolamiero
Jarod Seeley A
Jolie Serina A
Mia Shaw
Thomas Sheffield -

OO ¥y
Tyler Shoemaker
Jessica Shunk AL}§mn,
Abigail Sickles ®{}8min
Somer Silva A
Caitlyn Simmons A
Caitlin Smith rv
Hannah Smith @
Matthew Smith A
Matthew Smith-Butchino
Haley Stanton A



Cody Staulters Danielle Tsounis A

Brenton Stern Gabrielle Vadnais ALY

Ethan Stickles Eric Valere

Sydney Stoll A Victoria Vandish A

Jacob Stote A Victoria VanValkenburgh A

Jonathan Straight - Sydney Vogel
DOLI¥ibrn Ashley Waite A

Brandon Strange Duncan Walsh

Jack Stringer A Robert Walsh

Noah Tabachneck Cole Warrington

Carson TenEyck ®O¥m Elijah Washington T

Samantha Tinoco Sarah Wein

Melinda Tracey Caitlin Whalen A

Damian Whitfield
Britney Williams
Emily Wilson AL}
Jared Winkle ®{=}§
Robert Winney A
Austin Winter A§Q
Kara Woitkoski A
Danielle Wolsey ACHn
Stephen Woodcock X
Kaitlyn Wright Aibry
Kinnley Youmans A
Riley Zink Ay

T Candidate for Regents Diploma with Honors

A Candidate for Regents with Advanced Designation

@ Candidate for Regents with Advanced Designation with Honors

§ Mastery in Science A Mastery in Math
& TASC Program

i Seal of Biliteracy
n, National Honor Society

¢ Top 10% Percent of the Graduating Class
U.S. Presidential Academic Award

X Technical Endorsement Seal
¥ Mastery in Science and Math

€ Foreign Exchange Student
ib Candidate for Full International Baccalaureate Diploma
‘Q Clean Technologies & Sustainable Industries ECHS




Achievement in Theatre Performance
Award
Recipient: Emma Alteri

Albany City Lodge No 540 Knights of
Pythias Achievement Award
Recipient: Jacob Miller

Arthur A. Ravena Sportsmanship Award

Recipient: Geordan Buffoline

Association of Teaching Assistants
Achievement Award
Recipient: Julia Rainville

Ballston Area Community Center
Scholarship

Recipients: Cody Staulters, Brionna
Palmerino, Hannah Fogarty, Meghan
Myers, Ashley Waite

Ballston Spa 8+ Varsity Letters Award
Recipients: Adam Gentile, Nicholas
Koszelak, Amber Mattison, Sarah Norris,
Mercedes Planavsky, Elijah Washington

Ballston Spa Athletic Leadership &
Perseverance Award
Recipients: Christian Brito, Megan Miller

Ballston Spa Business & Professional
Association Award
Recipient: Emma Alteri

Ballston Spa Coaches Award
Recipients: William Mather, Jordan
Hipwell

Ballston Spa Football and Cheer Booster
Club

Recipients: Ryan Couchman, Meghan
Myers

Ballston Spa High School Baseball Jason

Ruvo Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Jared Winkle

Ballston Spa High School Class of 1955
Award
Recipient: Sarah Norris

Ballston Spa High School First Robotics
Team 3044 Award
Recipient: Jonathan Hall

Ballston Spa High School Teachers
Association Scholarship

Recipients: Kelly Collins, Cetera Moore,
Thomas Sheffield

Ballston Spa High School PTSA Senior
Award
Recipient: Megan Miller

Ballston Spa House and Garden Club
Award
Recipient: Alexei Kenny

Ballston Spa Lions Club Award
Recipient: Clayton Bennice

Ballston Spa Lions Club Memorial Award
Recipient: Desiree Oats

Ballston Spa Middle School PTA

Scholarship
Recipient: Ashley Waite

Ballston Spa National Bank Scholarship
Recipient: Taylor Flynn

Ballston Spa Retired Secretaries Award
Recipient: Zachary Greenwalt

Ballston Spa Soccer Club Scholarship
Recipient: Peter DiStefano

Balmuth Family Scholarship
Recipient: Alexa Rovetto

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
Lodge No 2619 Award
Recipients: Ben Badaszewski, Julia Blake

Bernard O. Pohl Industrial Arts

Scholarshi
Recipient: Khassan El Debek

Blue Shield Scholars Program Award
Recipient: Brionna Palmerino

Board of Education Appreciation

Scholarship
Recipient: Miranda Blaauboer




Boys Basketball Booster Scholarship
Recipient: Christian Leva

Carl King Humanitarian Award
Recipient: Sierra Johnson

Cheryl and Michael Gargiulo Lacrosse
Scholarship

Recipient: Ryan Couchman, Brandon
Schmidt

Church Mouse Nursery School Alumni

Scholarship
Recipient: Kyle Miczek

Civil Service Employees Association
Award

Recipients: Clayton Bennice, Jason
Kavanaugh, Kaitlyn Wright

Class of 2009 Scholarship Award
Recipient: Abigail Sickels

Class of 2010 Fellowship and Service
Award
Recipients: Schuyler Mann, Abigail Sickles

Class of 2012 Senior Class Dedication
Scholarship
Recipient: Bryn Giambona

Class of 2013 Award
Recipients: Miranda Blaauboer, Jonathan
Straight

Class of 2015 Involvement Award
Recipient: Eliza Mullins

Coffee Planet Scholarship
Recipient: Caitlyn Smith

Cornelia D. Messenger Award
Recipient: Emma Benson

Curtis Lumber Co. Inc. Award
Recipient: Adam Gentile

Dave Williams Spirit Award
Recipients: Alexa Deyo, Colin Maruscsak

Dr. Patrick M. Murphy Scholarship
Recipient: Meghan Myers

Dr. Roger Gorham PTA Award
Recipient: Taylor Hotmer

Eagle-Matt Lee Fire Company Award
Recipient: Olivia Roberts

Elks Memorial Award
Recipients: Samantha Rovetto, Ryan Keihm

Eric Richard Baker Scholarship
Recipients: Jared Ovitt

Excellence in History Award
Recipient: Katielynn Evans

Excellence in Social Studies Award
Recipient: Thomas Sheffield

Francis C. Hogan Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Benjamin Balet

Franklin Lodge No. 90 F. & AM Tech. &
Education Prize

Recipient: Allanah Matthews

Fred Reiners Memorial Scholarship
Recipients: Brionna Palmerino, Jonathan
Straight

Gail Wells Memorial Scholarship
Recipients: Meghan Myers, Dylan
McGlynn

Gertrude Hannah Tracy Memorial

Scholarshi
Recipients: Lexi Depold, Samantha Tinoco

Gil S. Menzie Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Samantha Johnson

Gordon Creek PTA Scholarship
Recipient: Jacob Miller

Hayes Memorial Award
Recipient: Margaret Allen

Henry C. Bartholdi Memorial Business
Award
Recipient: Richard McCarthy

Henry C. Bartholdi Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Emma Alteri

Herbert Tiffault Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Matthew Poirier




HVCC Book Award
Recipient: Gabrielle Vadnais

Interact Red Cross Service Award
Recipient: Taylor Hotmer

Interact Service Award
Recipients: Jason Kavanaugh, Taylor
Homer, Emily Wilson

Irene P. Schallelhn English Award
Recipient: Nicholas Furina

Jean Jubert Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Kyle Miczek

John and Nancy Erkkila Music

Scholarship
Recipient: Alexandra Franco

John Melna Humanitarian Award
Recipient: Kelly Collins

John Philip Sousa Award
Recipient: Reagan Pieniazek

Joseph, John and Paul Lagalles Memorial

Scholarship
Recipient: Lacey Haviland

Julia O Wells Memorial Education
Foundation Inc.
Recipient: Kaitlyn Heeney

Lauren Zimmer Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Desiree Oats

Les Amis de la Republique Francaise
Award

Recipients: Meg Allen, Drake McDonough,
Bryn Giambona,

Louis Armstrong Jazz Award
Recipient: Trenton Broderick

Malta Ave. PTA Scholarship
Recipient: Ashley Waite

Malta League of Arts Award
Recipient: Caleb Carter

Malta Sunrise Textbook Award
Recipients: Cetera Moore, Ashley Waite,
Benjamin Balet

Mangino Chevrolet Buick-GMC

Scholarshi
Recipients: Lancey Brooks, Reagan

Pieniazek

Milton Terrace Elementary School PTA

Scholarshi
Recipient: Kelly Collins

Miss Scotties Softball Scholarship
Recipients: Emily Wilson, Kaitlyn Wright

MME Carozza Foreign Language Award -
French
Recipient: Delaney Andersen

MME Carozza Foreign Language Award -

Spanish
Recipient: Paola Amezquita

Music Activities Club Award
Recipients: Reagan Pieniazek, Kelly Collins,
Thomas Sheffield

National School Choral Award
Recipients: Scott Brown, Kelly Collins

National School Orchestra Award
Recipient: Thomas Sheffield

New York State 2017 Scholarship for
Academic Excellence Award

Recipients: Benjamin Badaszewski, Emma
Benson, Ryan Madcharo, Margaret Allen,
Taylor Flynn, Keenan Leggieri, Emma
Alteri, Schuyler Mann

New York State Comptroller Achievement
Award
Recipient: Jackson Martinez

New York State Office of the Attorney
General Triple "C" Award
Recipients: Lancey Brooks, Clayton Bennice

Noelle Sarah Johnsen Memorial Award
Recipient: Miranda Blaauboer

Olga Hagerty Award
Recipients: Jackson Martinez, Jacob Miller

Outstanding Athletes Award
Recipients: Elijjah Washington, Laiken Fox




Peacemaker Prize
Recipients: Kelly Collins, Thomas Shetffield

Philip H. Bunting Memorial Music

Scholarship
Recipients: Reagan Pieniazek, Thomas

Sheffield

R.A.O.K. Humanitarian Award
Recipients: Jarod Seeley, Olivia Roberts

Ramona's Model and Talent
Encouragement Scholarship
Recipient: Scott Brown, Taylor Hotmer

Ray. A. Kroc Youth Achievement Award
Recipient: Madeline Putman

Raymond C. McCarthy Memorial Award
Recipient: Jordan Hipwell

Robert & Beverly Staulters Memorial
Award

Recipients: Matthew Smith, William
Mather

Rotary Club Student of the Year Award
Recipient: Taylor Hotmer

Saratoga Physical Therapy Associates
Award
Recipient: Alexandra Franco

Saratoga-Warren Music Educators
Association

Recipients: Thomas Sheffield, Reagan
Pieniazek

Schenectady Chapter of the Adirondack
Mountain Club Scholarship
Recipient: Emily McClymonds

Sheriff Lee A. Scherer Memorial Award
Recipient: Gabrielle Vadnais

Soccer Booster Club Scholarship
Recipients: Peter DiStefano, Schuyler
Mann, Alexa Rovetto, Julia Blake

Spirit of Ballston Spa Award
Recipient: Matthew Bickel

Spirit of Band Award

Recipients: Guiliana Atzeni, Taylor
Hotmer, Theresa Loucks, Victoria
VanValkenburg, Grady Gawrys, Patricia
Briele, Olivia DeRagon, Schuyler Mann,
Jared Ovitt, Kara Woitkoski, James

D’ Annibale, Joshua Hipwell, Samantha
Loud, Kaitlyn Wright, Matthew Poirier

Spirit of Chorus

Recipients: Lexie Depold, Sara Feulner,
Dieter Gonzales, Breanna Gonzalez, Olivia
DeRagon, Nicholas Savino

Spirit of LOTE Award - French
Recipients: Ryan Madcharo, Thomas
Sheffield, Vincent Miczek

Spirit of LOTE Award - Spanish
Recipients: Keenan Leggieri, Samantha
Loud, Katielynn Evans, Miranda Blaauboer

Spirit of Orchestra Award

Recipients: Emma Benson, Alexa Deyo,
Hannah Fogerty, Bryn Giambona, Michael
lIovino, Sarah Norris, Taylor Poitras, Emily
Sargent, Somer Silva

Student Council School Pride Award
Recipient: Bryn Giambona

Sunset Café Hospitality Award
Recipient: Kinley Youmans

Technical Theatre Achievement Award
Recipient: Kelly Collins

Thomas E. Baker Memorial Award
Recipient: Olivia DeRagon

Thomas Kerley Memorial Award
Recipient: Kaitelynn Evans

Thomas M. Gregory Sr. Memorial Golf

Scholarship
Recipient: Tyler Keegan

Timothy Carrig Memorial Scholarship
Recipient: Matthew Poirier

Tori Rodriguez Art Scholarship
Recipient: Jonathan Straight




Tri-M Chapter 4029 of the Ballston Spa

High School Outstanding Member Award

Recipient: Thomas Sheffield

Union Fire Company of Ballston Spa
Mathematics Award
Recipient: Alexa Rovetto

Union Fire Company of Ballston Spa
Music Award
Recipient: Kara Woitkoski

Union Fire Company of Ballston Spa
Spanish Award

Recipients: Taylor Flynn, Emily Sargent,
Salvador Galarza

United States Army Reserve National
Scholar/Athlete Award
Recipients: Elijah Washington, Julia Blake

United States Marine Corps
Distinguished Athlete Award
Recipients: Christian Leva, Megan Miller

United States Marine Corps Scholastic
Excellence Award
Recipient: Clayton Bennice

United States Marine Corps Semper
Fidelis Award for Musical Excellence
Recipient: James D’ Annibale

Veterans of Foreign Wars Medal and
Award
Recipient: Emma Benson

William J. Coluni Memorial Award
Recipient: Alexa Deyo

William R. Scott Dedication Award
Recipient: Ryan Couchman

William R. VanDerwerker Jr. Memorial
Award
Recipient: James D’ Annibale

Wood Road PTA Scholarship
Recipient: Scott Brown




SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Dr. Joseph Dragone Superintendent

Ms. Kristi K. Jensen High School Principal
Mr. Anders Rasmussen Assistant Principal
Mrs. Nicole Holehan Assistant Principal
Mr. Gianleo Duca Assistant Principal
Mr. David Sunkes Athletic Director

Mr. Theodore Snyder Dean of Students

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS:

Mr. Kevin Schaefer Mr. Mike O’Donnell
Mrs. Susan Filburn Mrs. Dottie Sellers
Mrs. Jeanne Obermayer Mr. Tony Leva

Mrs. Nancy Fodera

Congratulations and Best Wishes to
The Class of 2017




